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• PermaCOST is funded by the European Cooperation
in Science & Technology (COST programme)

• 4-year project (2025-2029) supporting international 
scientific collaboration and networking activities

• Budget of 1st year: 130 k€
(average COST budget for four years: 600 k€)

• Budget mostly for direct costs, i.e. support to 
meetings, workshops, training schools, grants for 
conferences, research visits and dissemination activities

What is PermaCOST?
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What is PermaCOST?

PermaCOST Action brings together European permafrost researchers, 
stakeholders, and practitioners with expertise in different measurement 
techniques and permafrost conditions to work towards a coordinated and 
standardised monitoring of permafrost response to climate change.

Our goal is to facilitate an overall comparability of data sets and time series 
of various permafrost variables for a better characterisation of the long-
term permafrost evolution on the global scale.
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Who are we?

Core Group (Executive Committee)

Management committee 
(Legislative Body):

1-2 representatives/country.

Currently: 38 people. 26 countries.

The MC keeps growing.

Additional roles (co-leadership and management)
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Who are we?

PermaCOST is much bigger than the leading group.

Any permafrost researchers, stakeholders, and 
practitioners can join the working groups!

• PermaCOST has >180 members!
(regularly new applications)

• Representatives from 40 countries
(33 European countries).

• 56 % of the members are ≤ 40 years old.

• 36 % of the members are women.

• 33 % of the members are from ITC 
(Inclusiveness-Targeted Countries).

Join the network on https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA24157/ 
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PermaCOST Working Groups

• WG1: Identify the key monitoring parameters and methods complementary to permafrost 
temperature and active layer thickness for the assessment of permafrost state and evolution.

 Community overview and assessment, review paper, definition of sub-groups for WG2-4

• WG2: Compile and homogenize permafrost data acquisition standards for the parameters and 
methods identified in WG1.
 Common guidelines, field tests and training schools for implementation

• WG3: Compile and homogenize permafrost data processing standards for the parameters and 
methods identified in WG1.
 Common guidelines/tools, intercomparison exercises and training schools for implementation

• WG4: Compile a European-wide assessment of permafrost state and evolution building on 
the results of WG1-3.
 Regional permafrost products, multi-method synthesis and community publication

• WG5: Promote and support the development of new operational monitoring networks 
 Coordination between existing networks, toolkit and support for new networks
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PermaCOST Community Survey

Survey objectives:

• Understand the diversity of the permafrost community.

• Map the expertise, research focus, data practices, and geographical 
distribution of professionals working on permafrost.

• Identify the current challenges in data acquisition and processing, 
the existing protocols and standards, the emerging trends, and the 
expectations for collaborations within PermaCOST.

• Collect key information to support the work planned in the other 
Working Groups (WG2-5).

Launched in Spring 2026. 74 participants so far. We need more!

Link to Survey: https://permacost.eu/wg1/

https://permacost.eu/wg1/
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PermaCOST Community Survey
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PermaCOST Community Survey

Wide range of information that will be comprehensively analysed by WG1 in the Fall.
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Grants https://permacost.eu/grants/
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Events https://permacost.eu/news/
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Related initiative https://www.rgik.org/
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